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INSPIRING YOUNG FILM




Access to Information

Publication Scheme produced under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 

Introduction

First Light was launched by the UK Film Council in May 2001 to fund and inspire the making of short digital films made by five to 18 year olds. The UK Film Council supports First Light with an annual National Lottery contribution of £1 million. Hi8us Projects Ltd initially developed the First Light initiative. 

To date, First Light has given over 8,500 young people the chance to write, act, shoot and produce almost 600 films under the guidance of professional filmmakers.

First Light has the following aims:

Opportunity 
To increase the availability of opportunities for young people to make short films

To increase such opportunity for young people from disadvantaged backgrounds

To increase the number of films made by young people

Excellence 

To improve the quality of opportunity for young people to make films

To improve the quality and diversity of films made by young people

To develop the filmmaking abilities of organisations and facilitators involved with First Light

To develop the abilities of participant film organisations, filmmakers and facilitators to work with children

Exhibition and Distribution 

To increase opportunities for the distribution, exhibition of and access 

to films made by young people

Advocacy

To demonstrate and communicate that filmmaking can be a beneficial part of 

children’s creative education and social engagement 

Connecting to Industry
To improve the connection between industry developments and 

community and education filmmaking provision

To develop mutually beneficial links between the film industry and education/youth 

organisations

To inspire and support creative, talented young people to pursue careers in the film industry

The Publication Scheme

First Light is committed to openness in all our dealings with the public, applicants, press, partners, government and other public bodies.  

The Freedom of Information Act (2000) requires First Light, in common with other public bodies, to adopt and maintain a scheme that relates to the publication of information. 

First Light will publish information that is part of this scheme and is committed to reviewing the content of the scheme from time to time. 

The Publication Scheme (below) specifies:

· What information First Light routinely publishes or intends to publish;

· How the information is published; and

· Whether there is a charge for the information.

If you are interested in any of the information in our publication scheme, or if you have a general enquiry or need an answer to a specific question, in the first instance you should contact us:

First Light

Progress Works

Heath Mill Lane

Birmingham

B9 4AL

Tel: 0121 693 2091

Email: info@firstlightmovies.com

www.firstlightmovies.com

If you write to us requesting information about any aspect of our work we will ensure that we respond to you within 20 working days. If in exceptional circumstances we feel it will take longer to properly answer your query, we will write to you with a date by which we will respond.

We will provide you with the information you request unless we conclude that such information is exempt under the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information and that it is in the wider public interest to maintain that exemption. If this is the case, we will write to you explaining why this is so.

If the information identified is contained solely on our website but you cannot access the Internet we are happy to provide you with a hard copy of the relevant website pages on request.

Unless otherwise stated we do not charge for our publications or for providing you with information on our activities. However, a small charge may be payable in advance if you request multiple copies of a document which needs to be photocopied or if you request information that is difficult to obtain.

THE SCHEME

This scheme is published, as a requirement of section 19 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. The purpose of the Act is to promote greater openness by public authorities. Any questions, comments or complaints about this scheme should be sent in writing to Pip Eldridge, Chief Executive, First Light, Progress Works, Heath Mill Lane, Birmingham, 

B9 4AL.
The publication scheme is a guide to the information routinely published by First Light. It is not a full list of the actual publications, since this will change as new documents are published, rather it is a general description of the type of information published. 

Classes of Information
	Classes
	Format/Source of information
	Cost

	THE ORGANISATION

Includes information on how First Light operates, the structure of the organisation and the Board; list of Board of Directors; Annual Review and Accounts.  
	Website and

hard copy
	Free

	
	
	

	PLANNING, POLICY & STRATEGY

Business plan
	On request
	Free

	
	
	

	HEALTH & SAFETY

Health & Safety Policy
	On request
	Free

	
	
	

	STAFFING ISSUES

Recruitment and vacancy information; employment policies including equal opportunities.
	Website and

hard copy.
	Free

	
	
	

	FIRST LIGHT LOTTERY FUNDS

Information on schemes and programmes; guidelines and application forms, and information & statistics on awards made.
	Website and

hard copy.
	Free

	
	
	

	PRESS RELEASES

Archive of Press Releases
	Website and

hard copy.  
	Free

	
	
	

	RESEARCH

The results of research carried out by First Light including the annual reports analysis.
	Website and

hard copy.
	Free
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